
Nate 

Matthew 9:18-26 
 

There is a good thing going on here in this Journey group 

• I talk to a lot of pastors and church leaders, many of them pretty frustrated 

• What you have here…friendships…quality teaching grounded in the Scriptures 

• We should appreciate this 

 

I still don’t have the correct Bible 

• Andrea says that she ordered one for my birthday…I haven’t seen it yet 

 

Let’s review last week because it runs right into this week 

 

Matthew 9:18-26 

• Mark 5 & Luke 8 

 

We just read nine verses…what’s interesting about them? 

• There are two stories, and one is sandwiched in the middle 

• This is not just some random coincidence or fluke in recording the story 

• God has a plan and uses the writers of Scripture to paint a picture 

• These stories totally go together 

 

Let’s go through it in the order the verses take us… 

 

Verses 18-19 

 

Who strikes you about this man?  Who is this guy? 

• Synagogue official – Greek “archisunagogos” “ruler, head or president of a synagogue.” 

• He was important 

 

How does this important guy act? 

• Bowed down before him – WOW – humility 

• Important people rarely act like that…WHY WOULD HE??? 

• He is confident…trusts that Jesus can do this – FAITH 

• “She will live” – not, hey, I think something might happen if you come… 

 

Jesus is on the way when…SWITCH GEARS 

 

Verses 20-21 

 

What is the setting here?  Let’s picture it.  Then we will talk about the woman. 

• Read Luke 8:42, Mark 5:24 

• Busy, crowded 

 

How does she approach him? 

• To get somewhere in a crowd you have to be aggressive (show) 

 

She approaches from behind 

 

How does this lady strike you? 

 

THE WOMAN – just fascinating 

 

What is this woman?  If someone touched her, what were they? 

 

This lady would has had a rough life - UNDERSTATEMENT 



• Bad enough to have a medical condition of bleeding for 12 years 

• Bad enough to spend all your money trying to fix it with no success 

• Its cause was due, perhaps, to a fibroid tumor in the uterus, 

something that would be readily treated today by surgery. 

 
But she is ritually impure…HUGE RAMIFICATIONS FOR HER LIIFE  

Leviticus 15:19-27 

• She couldn’t have contact with anybody 

• This would include communal worship   

• This exclusion from the pulse and heart of religious life was very serious  (Num. 9) 

• This is a way bigger deal than an American Christian who can’t go to church 

• The community is founded on communal celebrations and fasts.  

 

In such a state of ritual impurity, this woman would have been secluded and separated from the religious life of the 

community. 

• Community worship was a vibrant element in the life of a Second Temple Period Jew. 

• Thus, even temporary excommunication through ritual impurity was a very serious matter 

• In this state, she would have been disqualified from offering sacrifices in the Temple, from participating in the 

activities of the Jewish religion,  

• She would have had little or no contact with observant Jews—for 12 years! 

 

If someone disobeyed the purification process, it could be punishable by excommunication 

 

Back to the setting…there is a big crowd, and she busts through to Jesus 

• I love this!!! 

• What is happening here? 

• Very possible people recognized her…maybe not everyone 

• Q:  Should she be doing this??? 

 

She is making all kinds of people unclean whether they realize it or not 

• This lady is either crazy or has some serious guts, maybe both 

• She has some combination of desperation and FAITH 

 

FAITH, to believe all she needed to do was touch the hem of his garment? 

 

 

TZITZIT 

 

What did she touch? Hem of his garment?  Tzitzit (Put your thinking caps on here…) 

 

NUMBERS 15:37-41 

 

Tzitzit are the tassels that were attached to the four corners of one’s robe as commanded in the Torah  

• The Hebrew for corner is Kanaf 

• So you have a mantle or shawl (talit) and on the corners (kanaf) there are tassels (tzitzit) 

 

Tzitzit (tassel) of his talit (mantle) 

 

It was designed to help people remember the commands of God instead of following lustful desires…like a much more 

theologically sound and interesting version of a WWJD bracelet 

So there is something holy and special about the tzitzit, the tassel on the corner 

No maximum length, and some people wanted long tassels.  There was a wealthy Jerusalem resident who got his 

nickname from this.  He was called Ben Tzitzit Hakeset.  His tassels literally trailed him on the ground.   

• Of course in Matthew 23:5 Jesus condemned those who pretended to be pious by wearing long tassels. 

 



(Saturday morning) 

 

KANAF 

 

Malachi has a prophecy about the kanaf and the coming Messiah (Malachi 4:2) 

• The sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings 

 

So some people believed when the Messiah came there would be special healing powers in the kanaf of his prayer shawl 

 

 

When she grabs the tassel on the corner she is demonstrating that she believes his tassels have healing in them…healing 

in the wings 

• She is demonstrating that He is the Messiah 

• When Jewish people would hear this story they would say…aaahhh 

 

There is a reversal here…normally if the clean touches the unclean what happens? 

• What happens here instead? 

 

What does Jesus say to her?   

• He encourages her.  He lifts her up.  He praises her in a way, in front of all these people. 

 

Jesus has a ministry of reconciliation of the impure and God… 

• This healing is a sign and foreshadowing that the Kingdom is coming in new ways 

• The Kingdom is breaking in 

• Someone who was banished from the community is now able to return 

• Someone who was not able to worship is now able once more 

 

 

Now that’s all we know of this lady, but I think it’s fun to think about the rest of her life… 

 

 

Back to the official.   

 

How is the official different than the woman?  Almost complete opposites.  Why would they be sandwiched together?  

Physical healing, spiritual healing…it’s for everybody! 

 

Matthew 9:23-26 (READ) 

 

Imagine the crowd already being in an uproar 

• One thing I have found in study and in real life in Israel is that the culture is okay with outward demonstrations 

of passion, joy or pain 

• If you are happy you drink some wine and sing and dance and party…it’s Biblical 

• When something terrible happens you mourn…you cry, you wear sackcloth and put ashes on yourself.  You 

mourn 

 

So Jesus isn’t entering an American house where someone has died.  It’s a Jewish house.  There are flute players and 

the crowd is in an uproar.  Jesus tells them to get out because she is only sleeping. 

• Hired musicians and professional mourners 

 

How would you react?  Even if you had heard of this Rabbi and what he was doing… 

 

They jeered at him.  Now remember that Jesus was also 100 % human.  I wonder if this grieved his heart. 

 

(I wonder if we decide to continue on the Kingdom ministry of Jesus if there will be times where people will jeer us.  

Get out of here…you can’t help.)   

 



But the people were put outside.  How did they end up obeying him?    

 

He entered and took up the girls hand.   

 

Similarity here with the hemorrhaging woman…???  What did Jesus just do again? 

• You don’t touch dead people 

• HE HAS BASICALLY BROKEN THE BIG 2 OF UNCLEANNESS 

• Both would have made Jesus unclean. 

• In fact, Jesus would have had to wash himself and his clothes and wait until the next day to enter society again.   

 

Why didn’t he just say a word? 

• He took her hand and she got up. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

These two stories are opposite but they are the same 

• Totally different people from different spectrums of the culture 

 

HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT – THE SAME??? 

• Both desperate for healing 

• Both have faith 

 

They approach Jesus differently – one with a clear request in front of him and one just grabbing a piece of his clothing 

from behind 

• They approach him as they are able, but they both approach, and they both have faith 

 

How were they healed? 

• The power of Jesus healed them 

• Their faith allowed the healing, opened up a door or a channel for healing 

 

 

 

Verses 27-34 

 

A flurry of miracles…a crescendo leading to the end of the chapter and then chapter 10 when the disciples are sent 

out… 

 

In this crescendo the Pharisees are still attacking and criticizing.  Notice what their criticism is an answer to.  The 

crowds are getting excited.  They don’t like that.   

 

Huge CONTRAST between Pharisees and others 

– Each person can choose to believe and follow OR NOT 

 

 

Verses 34 – 38 

 

He had compassion on them. 

 

He says to his talmidim that the workers are few.  Pray that Lord of the harvest will send out workers to gather in his 

harvest. 

 


